The title compound, C 6 H 10 N 4 O 4 ÁH 2 O, crystallizes with two independent formula units in the asymmetric unit, their geometric parameters being quite similar. The conformations of the 1,3-diazepane rings are also similar and close to a twistboat. All ten O-and N-bound H atoms are involved in hydrogen bonds, two of which are intra-and eight intermolecular linking crystallographically independent molecules, into a three-dimensional hydrogen-bonded network. 
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Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The L-nitroarginine and its crystaline salts have been investigated as a promising line of non-linear optical materials [Apreyan et al.(2008a) and Apreyan et al.(2008b) ]. The cyclic form of L-nitroarginine was reported for the first time in Paul et al., 1961 , where it was suggested to be 2-nitro-4-carboxy-1,3-diazacycloheptane. Recently, on the basis of the crystal structure of the cyclic form of L-nitroarginine [Karapetyan, 2008] it was shown to be L-2-nitrimino-1,3-diazepane-4-carboxylic acid (L-NIDCA).
We present herein a structural study of the L-NIDCA monohydrate, C 6 H 10 N 4 O 4 × H 2 O (I), which crystallizes with two independent formulas in the asymmetric unit, shown in Fig. 1 . The metric parameters of independent L-NIDCA molecules are in agreement with commonly accepted values and their conformations are the same, being close to that of a 7-membered ring twist-boat . All ten active H atoms in the crystal are involved in hydrogen bonding (Table 1) , two of them being intra-and eight inter-molecular, linking crystallographically independent units and by way of which a tree-dimensional H bonded network results (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
By the reaction of L-nitroarginine with KOH the potassium salt was obtained. By the interaction of this potassium salt with HBF4 and further separation of the poorly soluble KBF4 salt, single crystals of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation below room temperature. Details of the obtainment of L-NIDCA and L-NIDCA . H 2 O, as well as vibrational spectra, thermal properties and SHG will be reported soon separately [Apreyan and Petrosyan, 2008] .
Refinement
The positions of all hydrogen atoms clearly revealed in a difference Fourier map. Foillowing common practice, however, all H atoms except those belonging to water molecules were placed in geometrically calculated positions and included in the refinement in a riding model approximation (O-H: 0.85Å, C-H: 0.97-0.98Å, N-H:0.86Å). The positions of H atoms of both independent water molecules were determined from the difference Fourier maps and refined with restrained O-H: 0.85 (4)Å distances. Displacement parameters were taken as U iso (H): 1.2U eq (carrier atom).
In the absense of any significant anomalous effect, Friedel pairs were merged, which explains the rather low parameters/reflections ratio.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the asymmetric unit of (I) showing atomic numbering and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability. Only active H atoms are presented for clarity. H-bonds drawn in broken lines. 
